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OVERVIEW

Vanessa's practice is focused on tax, estate planning, closely-held business matters, and non-profit law. Vanessa represents
taxpayers in federal and state audits and appeals, presenting the client’s position to achieve a favorable outcome. Her expertise
covers the full range of tax issues businesses face, including reporting requirements, tax treatment of fringe benefits, worker
classification, and compliance with Section 409A. Vanessa also prepares voluntary disclosures for individuals with unreported
foreign accounts.

In her estate planning practice, Vanessa knows there is no one-size-fits-all estate plan. She listens closely and tailors each plan
to meet her client's needs—whether it's a simple will or trust or a more complex strategy incorporating a special needs trust,
irrevocable life insurance trust, or intentionally defective grantor trust. Vanessa also works with clients to probate estates or
administer trusts after the death of a loved one, making the process less burdensome during a difficult time.

Vanessa also provides a variety of services for closely-held companies and family businesses. In addition to preparing the basic
formation and governing documents, she advises clients on which entity form they should choose and how to structure
ownership and control to achieve their specific goals. Vanessa enjoys designing succession plans for closely-held companies and
finds ways to address the needs of both the business and individual family members as ownership and control are transferred
to the next generation. She also counsels clients on stock incentive plans featuring incentive stock options, nonstatutory stock
options, and stock appreciation rights.

For her nonprofit clients, Vanessa helps various charitable and educational organizations navigate the requirements of the
Internal Revenue Code. When an organization is just getting started, she prepares formation documents and the application for
tax-exemption. Vanessa advises on the appropriate tax-exempt classification and whether certain activities might jeopardize
tax-exempt status or generate unrelated business taxable income. If an organization’s tax-exempt status has been revoked,
Vanessa can help get the entity back into compliance and seek reinstatement.

Vanessa has been recognized by Best Lawyers in America® for her work in Tax Law since 2021. Best Lawyers named her the
“Lawyer of the Year” for Tax Law in Albuquerque in 2024 and 2026.

Education

New York University, LL.M. in Taxation, 2011

Brooklyn Law School, J.D. magna cum laude, 2009, Brooklyn Law Review; Dean'’s List

Smith College, B.A. in Economics cum laude, 2003, Dean's List; First Scholar Group, 2000, 2001
St. Andrews University, study abroad, St. Andrews, Scotland, Fall 2001
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Bar Admissions
New Mexico
Colorado

New York

U.S. Tax Court

ACTIVITIES

+ Board member of the State Bar of New Mexico's Taxation Section, 2014-2023

+ Member of the Santa Fe Estate Planning Council

DISCOURSE

Presentations

+ Modifying Irrevocable Trusts, 2024

www.modrall.com

+ No Judicial Rest During the Pandemic: An Update on a Selection of Trust and Estate Cases Decided in the Rocky Mountain

Region During the Pandemic, 2021
+ New Mexico Gross Receipts Taxation of Services: Analysis of Relevant Statutes and Regulations, 2021
+ New Mexico Nontaxable Transaction Certificates, 2021
+ Small Business Succession Planning, 2021
+ Revocable Living Trust Tactics, 2019
+ Will Strategies to Prevent Conflict and Confusion, 2019
+ Trust Decanting, Modification, Dissolution, and Constructive Trusts, 2017
+ Tax Issues for Employment Releases and Settlement Agreements, 2017
+ Ethical Practice before the IRS, 2016
+ Tax Issues in Divorce, August 2016
+ Estate Planning for Family Businesses, November 2015
+ Tax Treatment of Same-Sex Spouses, May 2015

+ Circular 230 Update: Ethical Practice Before the IRS, September 2014

HONORS

« Best Lawyers in America® in Tax Law, 2021-present

* Best Lawyers® Tax Law “Lawyer of the Year” in Albuquerque, 2024 and 2026
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RELATED PRACTICES
Corporate, Business and Finance

Entity Formation and Governance
Nonprofit / Tax-Exempt Organizations
Taxation

Trusts, Wills and Estates
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